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How Much Does it Cost to Open a Restaurant?

Independent Restaurant
Cost to Open Survey

Welcome!
Today’s webinar will be starting shortly.

Please print survey report  – https://www.restaurantowner.com/snip/330.htm
handout notes – https://www.restaurantowner.com/snip/331.htm

Your HostsYour Hosts

Jim Laube Joe EricksonChris Tripoli

Questions & 
Comments

1

2

3



How Much Does it Cost to Open a 
Restaurant?

RestaurantOwner.com 2

 Q&A on each topic 
discussion

 This webinar is being 
recorded

 Links to resources

Q & AQ & A

1. Discuss survey results

2. How to create a realistic opening budget

3. Why so many openings bust the budget

Webinar AgendaWebinar Agenda

Independent Restaurant
Cost to Open Survey

Facts and Figures From Over 350 Owners & Operators
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Catering, Take Out & Delivery Cost to Open Facts & Figures

Overview

Independent Restaurant
Cost to Open Survey Report

As a service to its members, RestaurantOwner.com 
surveyed independent restaurant owners and operators 
regarding the startup costs involved in opening their 
restaurant. This report is intended to provide a 
summary of the costs associated with opening a 
restaurant, as well as the facts and figures helpful to 
planning to open a restaurant business. This report also 
provides a summary of costs associated with different 
projects, and for various types of restaurant service.
Over 580 independent restaurant owners and operators 
responded to this survey, of which over 350 identified 
themselves as owner and operators who had opened a 
restaurant and provided useful data. We carefully 
screened the responses to provide the most reliable 
and valid results and summaries.

9 About RestaurantOwner.com

Overall Cost to Open Facts & Figures

All values presented above are medians.

Total Restaurant Sq. Ft.

3,070
Kitchen/Restaurant sq. ft.

31%
Sq. Ft. per Seat

31

Size
Annual Sales

$1,125,000
Sales to Investment Ratio

2.8:1
Net Profit

5.5%

Sales
Total Cost to Open

$375,500
Cost per Sq. Ft.

$113
Cost per Seat

$3,586

Summary
Construction

$200,000
Kitchen & Bar Equip.

$95,000
Pre-Opening & Training

$20,000

Spending

New Construction vs. Remodel

New 
Construction

Non-Restaurant
Remodel

$275,500

$425,500

$650,500

Total Cost to Open

$73

$146

$193

Cost per Sq. Ft.

$2,285

$5,073

$5,813

Cost per Seat

4.2:1

2.1:1

2.0:1

Sales : Investment 

Restaurant
Remodel
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Full Service Cost to Open Facts & Figures

Total Cost to Open

$475,500
Cost per Sq. Ft.

$111
Cost per Seat

$3,248

Total Restaurant Sq. Ft.

3,850
Kitchen/Restaurant sq. ft.

30%
Sq. Ft. per Seat

30

Annual Sales

$750,500
Sales to Investment Ratio

2.8:1
Net Profit

5.5%

Construction

$245,000
Kitchen & Bar Equip.

$100,000
Pre-Opening & Training

$25,000
All values presented above are medians.

SalesSizeSpendingSummary

Limited Service Cost to Open Facts & Figures

Total Cost to Open

$225,500
Cost per Sq. Ft.

$121
Cost per Seat

$4,510

Total Restaurant Sq. Ft.

2,300
Kitchen/Restaurant sq. ft.

38%
Sq. Ft. per Seat

36

Annual Sales

$750,500
Sales to Investment Ratio

2.9:1
Net Profit

5.5%

Construction

$150,000
Kitchen & Bar Equip.

$80,000
Pre-Opening & Training

$12,000
All values presented above are medians.

SalesSizeSpendingSummary

Bar & Tavern Cost to Open Facts & Figures

Total Cost to Open

$425,500
Cost per Sq. Ft.

$124
Cost per Seat

$2,710

Total Restaurant Sq. Ft.

4,250
Kitchen/Restaurant sq. ft.

18%
Sq. Ft. per Seat

28

Annual Sales

$1,380,000
Sales to Investment Ratio

2.4:1
Net Profit

5.5%

Construction

$250,000
Kitchen & Bar Equip.

$85,000
Pre-Opening & Training

$20,000
All values presented above are medians.

SalesSizeSpendingSummary

10

11

12



How Much Does it Cost to Open a 
Restaurant?

RestaurantOwner.com 5

Catering, Take Out & Delivery Cost to Open Facts & Figures

Total Cost to Open

$150,500
Cost per Sq. Ft.

$161

Total Restaurant Sq. Ft.

1,200
Kitchen/Restaurant sq. ft.

71%

Annual Sales

$488,000
Sales to Investment Ratio

2.3:1
Net Profit

5.5%

Construction

$130,000
Kitchen & Bar Equip.

$70,000
Pre-Opening & Training

$10,000
All values presented above are medians. Calculations regarding seats are left blank due to seats not being relevant to this service type.

SalesSizeSpendingSummary

13

14

15



How Much Does it Cost to Open a 
Restaurant?

RestaurantOwner.com 6

How to Create a Realistic 
Opening Budget

How to Create a Realistic 
Opening Budget
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Sample BudgetSample Budget
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How to Create a Realistic Opening BudgetHow to Create a Realistic Opening Budget

Questions?

Why Do So Many Openings 
Bust the Budget?

Why Do So Many Openings 
Bust the Budget?

PollPoll
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Why Do So Many Openings 
Bust the Budget?

Why Do So Many Openings 
Bust the Budget?

Why So Many Openings Bust the BudgetWhy So Many Openings Bust the Budget

Questions?

How Much Does it Cost to Open a Restaurant?

Independent Restaurant
Cost to Open Survey

Thank you for attending!
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